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where any town has not a sufficient number of polls to elect a repre-
sentative each year, then, how many years within the ten years such
town may elect a representative : and the same shall be done once in
ten yeare thereafter, by the governor and council, and the number of
ratable polls in each decennial census of polls shall determine the
number of representatives which each city, town and representative
district may elect as aforesaid ; and when the number of representa-
tives to be elected by each city, town or representative district is
ascertained and determined as aforesaid, the governor shall cause the
same to be published forthwith for the information of the people,
and that number shall remain fixed and unalterable for the period of
ten years. [See Amendments, Article XIIL]

All the provisions of the existing constitution inconsistent with the
provisions herein contained are hereby wholly annulled. '

Art. 13. A census of the inhabitants of each city and town, on the
first day of May, shall be taken and returned into the secretary’s
office, on or before the last day of June, of the year one thousand
eight hundred and forty, and of every tenth year thereafter ; which
census shall determine the apportionment of senators and representa-
tives for the term of ten years.

_ The several senatorial districts now existing shall be permanent.
The senate shall consist of forty members ; and in the year one thou-
sand eight hundred and forty, and every tenth year thereafter, the
governor and council shall assign the number of senators to be
chosen in each district, according to the number of inhabitants in
the same. But, in all cases, at least one senator shall be assigned to
each district.

The members of the house of representatives shall be apportioned
in the following manner : Every town or city containing tvelve hun-
dred inhabitants may elect one representative; and two thousand
four hundred inhabitants shall be the mean increasing number
which shall entitle it to an additional representative.

Every town containing less than twelve hundred inhabitants shall
be entitled to elect a representative as many times, within ten years,
as the number one hundred and sixty is contained in the number of
the inhabitants of said town. Such towns may also elect one repre-
gentative for the year in which the valuation of estates within the
Commonwealth shall be settled.

Any two or more of the several towns may, by consent of a ma-
jority of the legal voters present at a legal meeting, in éach of said
towns, respectively, called for that purpose, and held before the first
day of August, in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty,
and every tenth year thereafter, form themselves into a representa-
tive district, to continue for the term of ten years; and such dis-
trict shall have all the rights, in regard to representation, which would
belong to & town containing the same number of inhabitants.

The number of inhabitants which shall entitle a town to elect one
representative, and the mean increasing number which shall entitle
a town or city to elect more than one, and also the number by which
the population of towns, not entitled to a representative every year,
is to be divided, shall be increased, respectively, by one-tenth of the
numbers above mentioned, whenever the population of the Common-
wealth shall have increased to seven hundred and seventy thousand,



